
Abstract 

The “noughties”, the years from 2000 to 2009, are a “lost decade”. The loss is especially acute in 
respect to opportunities. To quote Brazilian President Lula, “How will we explain to future generations 
that we had so much and did so little”? Some would argue that it is not just that we did so little, but that 
we left the planet in worse shape in 2009 than we found it in 2000! There has been failure on two vital 
issues for humanity: economic development and climate change. 

On economic development, every single public policy initiative is moribund. The Millennium 
Development Goals have been all but abandoned; the Doha “Development” Agenda has become a rather 
sick joke. By the end of the decade 200 million more people were suffering from malnourishment than at 
the beginning. An unacceptably high proportion of women suffer from premature deaths, hardship, 
ignorance and abuse.  

On climate change, Copenhagen manifested far more than even the most pessimistic expected the 
disarray of the public policy process. There is a deep lack of understanding and trust at all levels. 

Of all the time bombs that were ticking away in the last decade, the fuses of each have become 
shorter. The dawn of the second decade of the 21st century sees the planet facing a dizzying array of 
multiple crises – climate, food, water, gender, employment, etc. 

The great challenge for the coming decade and seemingly the only means to attenuate the 
multiple crises and to ensure that in 2019 the planet is in better condition that it was in 2010 is to develop 
a genuinely global public goods agenda. This is not simple and cannot be achieved by, for example, the 
convening of yet another global summit. National governments need to be counter-balanced by 
stakeholders with truly global horizons – notably NGOs and MNCs. The first and most fundamental 
priority is to find the means to establish trust between nations and between stakeholders. 

For many different reasons India is an ideal base to launch this initiative. 

The lecture will set out the nature of the challenge in establishing a global public goods agenda 
and seek to gain support from Indian constituencies for developing and sustaining the initiative over the 
next decade. 
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