PRESS NOTE
Vice President Shri M. Hamid Ansari released the book – In the National Interest:
A Strategic Policy for India – written by Amb. Santosh Kumar, Senior Consultant
to ICRIER and Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Secretary General, FICCI on November 3, 2010.
The volume is published by Business Standard Books.
India is now at a critical juncture. Global trends point to the possibility of the
Indian economy approximating that of powers such as Japan, Germany, the
United Kingdom and Russia by 2020 and overtaking them in subsequent
decades to become the third largest economy behind the United States and
China. India has the where-withal to become a global military and technological
power even earlier. The right policy choices can contribute significantly to this
process and, conversely, mistakes can prove costly. This volume suggests
external policies and strategies for this decade (2010-20) on the basis of an
analysis of India’s national interests.
The book is based on the report submitted by the Indian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations (ICRIER) to the Ministry of External Affairs after
two and half years work on the National Interest Project. It draws upon
specialised papers written by experts with theoretical and practical knowledge of
their subjects and validated through peer reviews. In fact, the study would not
have been possible without the contributions of the paper writers and reviewers,
as also participants at the initial brainstorming sessions.
This is a forward-looking analysis and not a historical one. Therefore, some
details will inevitably become outdated sooner or later. The broad trends are
what should be focused on.
The path-breaking thematic treatment of India’s external policies in relation to its
national interests brings out new perspectives and benchmarks.
This study identifies India’s national interests in its external interface. The
major components of national interest identified are:
1)
Securing the country against external and internal threats to
territory, populations and vital economic interests;
2)
Obtaining the external inputs necessary to achieve economic
prosperity, as represented by a sustained gross domestic product
(GDP) growth rate between 8-10 per cent; and
3)
Playing an active role in international for a and global
governance structures to secure a fair and equitable share in
global public goods and,
Using that framework, it lays out broad contours of India’s external policy
for the next decade
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