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. -government, rekindling the debate

Maira Backs Mamatain
States Fight for Tax Pie

OURBUREAU
KOLKATA

Planning Commission member
Arun Maira has supported West

‘Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-

nerjee’s demand that states be given
moresay inthe collection and distri-
bution of taxeslevied by the central

over the controversial issue ahead
aof next vear's general elections,
Maira, a former India head of Bos:
ton Consulting Group, alsosaid that.
the Planning Commission’s role
needs to evolve to capture the chang-
ingdynamicsof the Centre-state ra<
lations since regional parties be-
come more powerful in the absence
of a clear majority to any party in
Iﬂk&ah&mpﬂua
ta Banerjee s right in de-
ore power for states,”
mdh'asa in K-:-Llll}ata “It can thh;:
own approach any more w
the Centre dictates terms.”
Banerjee has been at the forefront
in demanding the power to collect
central and using them to fi-
nance the state’s development pro-
jects. Several other non-Congress-

ruled states like Tamil Nadu, Guja- -

rat and Tripura have also sought a.

highershmufcmtm]mxﬁ

Of the total taxes collected by the -

*nenu-algmremmant.juﬁiabum:ﬂ!ﬁ

- are being distributed among states.
Westﬂemalmeimzﬁﬁmt;rgthm
“The money does not come from
anyone’s pocket.
==} The funds which
3, aformer the Centre allo-
yhead of cates to the state
Boston governmentsare
Consulting collected as taxes
Group,aisosaid  from the states,”
thatthePlanning Banerjee  had
Commilssion's said earlier after
role needs to failing to get a
evoiveto three-vear mora-
capture the torium om West
changing Bengal's ¥2-lakh-
| dynamicsofthe  crore-plusdebt
Centre-state In view of the
relations evolving politi-
cal dynamics at

the central level, it is widely expect:
ed that Banerjee's Trinamool Con-
gress, Javalalithaa's ATADME, and
Nitish Kumar's JINU) would play a
key role inthe formationof the next
government in Delhi.
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Roadmap for affordable
drugs likely by mid-2014

fe Bureau by private pharmaceutical
companies.

Earlier, several phar-
maceutical companieshad
moved the Delhi High
Court to challenge govern-
ment’s drug pricing order
that asked them to slash
of medicines.

Kolkata, Sept 25: The
roadmap for formulatinga
sirategy for the pharma
sector to provide n.‘.‘!‘ord
_able medicines for every
Indians is likely to be pre-

sion member Arun Maira
‘saidon Wednesday.
Maira said the process
to formulate the roadmap
has just started and the
planning commission is
very much involved in fa- -
cilitating the discussions
tobeheldamongthe neces-
sary stakeholders to shape
thepharmaceutical strate-
gy together
“India needs a much
healthier healthcare sys-
tem. The country canonly complete and we will in-
get it if parties presently vite them (the stakehold-
Jlgndericentention can gét- lers) - into  the discus-
-hstomemuabomtm, sions.. Theahjecnveistu
“Mairasaid. =~ - ' devélop a system which
While the country’s would provide affordable
healthcare sector till now  and acceptable medicines
does not have a clear strat- for every Indian regard-
egy on regulating drag less of incomes,” Maira
prices as well as qualities, said. “lam optimistic that
demands are being raised by the middle of the next
from several guarters to year we could find a
constituteapolicythatwill roadmap developed by the
fix the prices of essential stakeholders,” he
medicines manufactured stressed.

holders, including foreign
pharma firms, have now
agreed to collaborate and
participate in the process
of formulating the strate-

- gy for the country.
Planningcommissionis
working with IMS Health,
which is identifying the

_as

On the present working
process of the Planning

Commission, Maira said

the commission needed to

the states was very outdat-
ed...the way planning is
done in the country has to
change. The institution

-needstutlmanpwiththe

present reality, " hesaid.
Moira said chief minis-
terssuchasJ Jayalalithaa,
Mamata Banerjee as well
Modi had ear-
lisr gquestioned the role

. and instructionsof ‘thena-

planning commis-
pmpar‘.tng stnte 5

mmmissiunisnaw
talks with all the
statnsinorﬂnrmmakeths
Tiecessary chamnges in its!
working process to sup-
port states plans, where'
the states are responsible
inmostof theareaslikeed-
ucation and healtheare,
amongothers.

The member said the
ongoing process was to
make the commission a
‘mutual learning forum"

from ‘individual instruc-

tionforum'.

—_—
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Maira: Plan panel must evolve, reflect shift in Centre-State relations

N
Arun Maira, Member, Planning Commission, said eoalition politics, growth in the private sector and the rise of regional parties means that the Centre can no

longer continue to have a “control mentality” and mandate State Governments.

Kolkata, Sept. 25:

The Planning Commission of India needs to change the way in which it operates. It has to move ahead from a “budget
making body” and ensure reforms in the way planning is done in the country, Arun Maira, Member, Planning
Commission, said.

Coalition politics, growth in the private sector and rise in the prominence of regional parties has led to a situation
where the Centre can no longer continue to have a “control mentality” and mandate State Governments.

“The way planning is done in this country, it has to change. The institutions of the country need to tune up to the
present reality here. The present reality is quite different from what it was 50 years ago,” he said.

According to Maira, earlier one party used to head the nation and in many cases it was the same party ruling the
States. As such guidelines laid down by the Centre were closely followed. However, the situation has changed.

“.... there cannot be a top-down plan and States asked to report back about various matters, This is the control
mentality. We cannot have control by a central controller. So the Planning Commission has to provide new ideas as to
how the system can control and co-ordinate itself,” he told presspersons on the sidelines of a seminar organised by
FICCI on India's Regulatory Framework and the Twelfth Five-Year Plan.

The Centre has to learn how to be a “Centre of a federation”. The States have started exercising their powers and
question the Centre. So it is required that the system evolves.

“The Planning Commission will also have to evalve. It will be different and act as radar to the whole system,” Maira
said.

(This article was published on September 25, 2013)
Keywords: Planning Commission, budget making body, need for Planning Commission to change way it
f"nﬂiﬂns an]n Mﬂi:'h Mgm b:z, Elanni ng 'ﬂﬂ]mi 55';9]],

‘Printable version | Sep 26, 2013 2:32:00 PM | bttp:/ /www.thel undubusinessling.com/econony / maira-plan-panel-muost-evolve-reflact-shift-in-centrestates
relations/article516758¢.ece © The Hindu Business Line
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* Plan panel aims at_
‘cheaper drugs for all

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

! Kolkata: The Planning Commission is em-
i parkingonaproject which would developa sys-
tem toprovideaffordable acceptable and acces-
i gible medicine for every Indian, gaid Anm

: Maira, member; Planning Commission, Gov-

i ernmentof India.
: “We will be starting the process of identify-
i ingand inviting key stakeholders whowould fa-

i cilitatetheproject,” said Maira, onthesidelines g

i of a seminar organized by ICRIER-KAS FICCL
¢ “Weare hoping that the roadmap of the project
. would beformulated by the middle of next cal-
endar vear,” headded.

Maira mentioned they have a partner, who
will be identifying stake holders and mapping
the systems. “A reporton this will be presented
to the commission by October” said Maira.

He said that every one, including interna-
tional pharmaceutical companies, have agreed
for developing this system. “The conversion of
contention into collaboration is very essen-
tial," headded.

“There are many grave issues in the coun-
try concerning generic and patented drugs
along with price and quality regulations. Since
thelast two years, therehasbeennoclearstrate-
gy Its just muddling along in terms of health.
care.” mentioned Matra. According to him, all
parts of the system should be brought together
to makeor shape a strategy

India is the biggest foreign supplier ofmedi-
cines to the S and is home to almost 200 FDA-
approved drug manufacturing facilities, in-
cluding many run by multinational players.
Pharmaceutical exports from India to the US
rose nearly 32% last year, to $4:2 billion, India
accounts for nearly 40% of generic drugs and
over-the-counter products and 10% of finished
dosagesused inthe US.

Mamata is right to seek more
power for states,saysMa_

Kolkata: Mamata Banerjeeis
right in demanding more power
for states, said Arun Maira,
| member, Planning
Commission. “ftcantbea
top-down approach any more
where the Centre dictate

. == terms,” he said on the sidelines
of aseminarorganized by ICRIER-KAS-FICCL

“The money does not come from anyone's
pocket OF the total taxes collected by the central
government, just about 329 s being distributed
among states. West Bengal receives 2.5%of it. He
mentioned that the money does not come from
anyone's pocket. The funds which the centre
allocates to the state governments are collected as
taxes from the states and she had been saying after
failing to geta three-year moratorium on the states
over Rs Zlakhcrore debt burden.

The commission’s process of working with the
states was clearly very outdated, feels Maira. He
sald that the mermbers in the commission in the last
18 months oot the planning board of all the states
and asked themn that how the planning process of
the Centre should be changed to support the
planning process of the states. Maira méntioned
that several chief ministers, including Jayalalitaand
Mamata Banerjee, Nitish Kumar, had been
questioning the role as wellas instructions of the
national planning commission in preparing state's
budget. Acconding to him the ongoing processisto
mike the planning commission a ‘mutual leaming
forum’ fromanindividual instruction forum. T

Theshareof othermajor genericdrug-man-
ufacturing countries, such as Japan, Israel and
China, is much lower, analysts suggest. [

¥
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PLANNI

NG COMMISSION: IND

WORKFORCE IS UNDER-UTILIZ|

FICCI STRESSES ONNEED TO IMPROVE DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF INDIA’S REGULAT!

STRTESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 25 September

India’s imbalance of trade
is growing fast with import
exceeding export, while the
biggestasset of India ~ the
Indian workforee ~ remains
‘under-utilized, remarked
Mr Arun Maira, a mem-
ber of the Planning Com-

mission and-an eminent

author, today at the seminar
on India’s repulatory frame-
work and the 12th five year
plan.

The seminar wasorgan-
ised by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCD),
Indian Councilfor Research
on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER) and Kon-
rad Adenaner Stiffung (KAS)
and was attended by Mr
Partha Chatterjee, Minis-
terof Commerce and Indus-

i STRATERIES FOR INDIAN WORKFORCE
4 MrGaurav “9  Mr Maira, member of “% MrPartha
= Swarup, Chair- . Planning Commission, « Chatterjee,
man of FICCI says, the small scale indus- Minister of
West Bengal, tries which-have been overlooked | Commerce and
stressed to improve | so far needs to be regulated and | Industries, empha-
on the designand | focused on as they contribute sised on the need
implementation of | 40% to the gross industrial value | to give thrust to the
the nation's regulato- added in the Indian | manufacturing sec-
ry reforms as India tor and human
ranks quite low in asset development
térms of conducting and to the genera-
business as per tion of about 1.3
World Bank . million jobs in the
indicator year 2013-14
tries, Public Enterprise, improve on the designand grappling with downturn
Industrial Reconstruction, implementation of the andstress yet growingat a,
Information Technology nation'sregulatory reforms  rate of 7.9% annually and
and Parliamentary Affairs.  asIndiaranks quitelowin survived two global crises

Mr Gaurav Swarup, Chair-
man of FICCI West Ben-
gal, Dr Rajat Kathuria,
Director of ICRIER. |
Mr Gaurav Swarup
stressed on the need to

terms of conducting busi-
ness as per World Bank indi-
cators and along with that
the country's regulatory
environment has sufféred
substantially The economy

needs to move forward with
anever-seen before growth
in the living standard of -
people; he said.

- Mr Swarup, further, 3
focusses on the fact thatin

-the pastdecade the service

sector has seen a spectacu-
lar growth while the man-
ufacturing sector had not,

' as land and labour dis-

courage the growth of the

- manufacturing sector.

which have been overlooked
sofarneedsto beregulated
and focussed on as they con-

tribute 40% to the gross

industrial value added in the
Indian economy, says Mr
Maira who asserts on the
complex, self adaptive reg-
ulatory systemand believes
that 80% of the improvement
on the business regulatory
can be done by the state
itself.

Permeable boundaries
between partsof thesystem
Le. lateral co-ordinationto
fix a problem, minimal crit-
ical rules and regulations,

flexible resource architec-

|
1
]
1

[ e I el i o T o TR 1 D Sy
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