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In his talk, Dr. Jon B. Alterman provided a historical perspective on the broad 

“pathology of conflict” behind the growing Saudi-Iranian rivalry today, describing 

this as fundamentally a nationalist battle in which the sectarian issue is only part of 

the narrative. Looking ahead, he shared his assessment that in the near term, 

regional volatility will persist. The interactive discussion following Dr. Alterman’s 

remarks covered, interalia, the future of the Arab Spring phenomenon and 

prospects for internal change in various countries. 

 


