Abstract

Almost every country and major city government is involved in planning for the future in view
of the pressure put on us by fears of climate change. In large number of low and middle-income
cities the proposed measures will have little impact in the next decade or so because the solutions
suggested already exist in some form or the other. On the other hand, what has to be ensured is
that urban transportation planners do not move toward infrastructure development that will fix
our future to high energy use and CO2 emissions. This change will not be easy as traditional
mobility planning is embedded in text books, is very attractive as a symbol of progress and
profitable for large consultancy/contracting/manufacturing corporations worldwide. Pressure for
changing policies will be successful if majority of city residents can be convinced that there
current and future mobility/accessibility needs can be met at lower risk levels, at lower costs and
wider availability of choices. Proposed solutions will have a greater degree of successful
implementation in the future if the following issues are addressed in theory and design: traffic
safety, design for informal activity on roads and reduction of crime by design, equal spread of
low income people in all parts of the city.
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