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Foreword

In the year 2002-03, ICRIER witnessed a succession of personnel
changes at the top level. Dr Isher Judge Ahluwalia, on completion
of a very successful term as Director and Chief Executive, left
ICRIER on May 15, 2002. We were lucky to get Dr Rakesh Mohan
in her place, but unfortunately for us, he also had to leave on

September 9, 2002 after a short stint with us, consequent to his

appointment as Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India.
Dr Arvind Virmani, who joined ICRIER on November 16, 2002, has ably filled the
void created by Dr Rakesh Mohan’s departure. The continuity in the excellence
maintained at ICRIER, despite these changes, is a fine tribute to the sense of dedication
of the entire ICRIER team.

ICRIER has initiated projects on the competitiveness of Indian industry under varying
degrees of openness, that are of crucial importance to the policy debates that prevail
today. New projects towards the analyses of regional issues have also been initiated,
which will prove invaluable for policy formulation. Our continuing focus on WTO-
related issues, particularly issues related to liberalisation of trade in services, in
association with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, is testimony to the increasing

importance of these matters and of the usefulness of our work in policy-making.

The year also saw ICRIER providing valuable contributions to the evolution of
India’s negotiating stance in the international arena. ICRIER provided inputs to the
Joint Study Group set up by the governments of Singapore and India to help in the
negotiations of a Indo-Singapore Comprehensive Economic Co-operation Agreement
and also prepared background papers for the G-20 Ministerial Meeting held at New
Delhi in November 2002.

| am glad to note that, over the past year, ICRIER has continued to be visited by
eminent scholars and experts for public lectures and seminars and has initiated active

dialogue in several key policy areas.

~
[ Pun
| G Patel

Chairman
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