
About the Book 

 

In Service of India Abroad is an autobiographical account in anecdotal form. The book 

traces the author’s career in trade and economic diplomacy, and in the service of the United 

Nations. 

This is the first time that the author is sharing a slice of his life in the field of international 

trade and diplomacy. In this book he gives an account of the personalities he met, and 

places he visited between 1965 to 1981. About that era the author has much to recall, when 

international co-operation between developing and developed countries was at a formative 

stage. He talks of the excitement when India was shaping its role in the international 

economic arena and mentions the personalities who were instrumental in shaping the 

nation’s economy in the international arena: Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, B.K. 

Nehru, L.K. Jha, K.B. Lall, V. Ranganathan, T. Swaminathan and Nagendra Singh. He also 

mentions the contributions of Indian economists such as I.G. Patel, S.S. Marathe and 

Manmohan Singh. 

Enjoy this candid and thought-stimulating account of one of India’s most prominent 

personalities! 

 

 

About the Author 

 

R.D. Pradhan joined the Indian Administrative Service in 1952. He worked as private 

secretary with Y.B. Chavan, when he was the Chief Minister of Maharashtra in 1960 and 

later as the Defence Minister of India in November 1962. 

Thereafter he worked in various posts at the state, national and international level. As the 

Union Home Secretary he negotiated peace accords in Punjab, Assam and Mizoram. On 

retirement in 1986, he was awarded Padma Bhushan for distinguished Public Service. He 

was appointed the first Governor of Arunachal and also worked as Governor of Bihar. 

He has written several autobiographical and historical books which include, Working with 

Rajiv Gandhi, Debacle to Revival –– Y.B. Chavan as Defence Minister, The Inside Story of 

1965 War and his memoirs, Never A Dull Moment. He has to his credit several books in 

Marathi as well.  

 


