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List of Publications: Shweta Saini 

Book(s)/Reports 

 

 Farm Loan Waivers in India: Assessing Impact and Looking Ahead. By: Shweta Saini, Siraj Hussain and 

Pulkit Khatri. (2021). ISBN Print: 978-93-5578-502-2. Link:  

 Revitalizing Indian Agriculture and Boosting Farmer Incomes. Ed. Ashok Gulati, Ranjana Roy and Shweta 

Saini. (2021). ISBN-10: 9811593345. ISBN-13: 978-9811593345. Publisher: Springer Nature. (March 2021). Link: 

https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9789811593345  

 Price Distortions in Indian Agriculture. Shweta Saini and Ashok Gulati (2017). ICRIER-World Bank Report 

under the IO Consortium on “Measuring the Policy Environment for Agriculture. Links:www.ag-incentives.org and 

http://icrier.org/pdf/Price_Distortions_in_Indian_Agriculture_2017.pdf 

 

Policy Documents/ Working papers/ Discussion papers 

 

 Saini. S., Gulati A. and Braun J. von (2020). Indian farm wages: Trends, growth drivers and linkages with 

food prices. ZEF-Discussion Papers on Development Policy No.301. 

https://www.zef.de/fileadmin/webfiles/downloads/zef_dp/ZEF_DP_301.pdf  

 SAMRUDHI (2020). Odisha Agricultural Policy 2020. Government of Odisha. Government of Odisha (2020). 

https://agriodisha.nic.in/Content/pdf/SAMRUDHI%20-Agriculture%20Policy%202020.pdf Co-authored the Policy 

with the Department of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Government of Odisha.  

 OECD (2019). Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2019. https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-

and-food/agricultural-policy-monitoring-and-evaluation_22217371. Contributed to the India Chapter. 

 OECD-ICRIER (2018). Agricultural Policies in India. 

https://www.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cote=TAD/CA(2018)4/FINAL&docLangua

ge=En . Co-authored with ICRIER and OECD team.  

 Saini S., Sharma S., Gulati A., Hussain S. and von Braun J. (2017). Indian food and welfare schemes: Scope for 

digitization towards cash transfers. ZEF-Discussion Papers on Development Policy No. 

241http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/261791 and https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3019115 . Also 

published by ICRIER as Working Paper Number 343 http://icrier.org/pdf/Working_Paper_343.pdf 

 Gulati A. And Saini S. (2015). India's Political Economy Responses to Global Food Price Shock of 2007-08: 

Learning Some Lessons. WIDER Working Paper 2015/120. Helsinki, Finland: UNU-WIDER. Link: 

https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/india%E2%80%99s-political-economy-responses-global-food-price-shock-

2007%E2%80%9308 

 Kozicka M, Kalkuhl M, Saini S and Brockhaus J. (2015). Modeling Indian Wheat and Rice Sector Policies. 

Working Paper No. 295. ICRIER. Link: http://icrier.org/pdf/Working_Paper_295.pdf 

 Saini S. and Gulati A. (2015). Indian Rice Landscape: Trade, Production & Government Intervention in 

Marketing. Submitted for an International Rice Conference Proceeding 

https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9789811593345
http://www.ag-incentives.org/
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 Saini S. and Gulati A. (2015). The National Food Security Act (NFSA) 2013-Challenges, Buffer Stocking and 

the Way Forward. Working Paper No. 297. ICRIER. Link:  http://icrier.org/pdf/Working_Paper_297.pdf 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2015). Leakages from Public Distribution System (PDS) and the Way Forward. 

Working Paper No. 294. ICRIER. Link: http://icrier.org/pdf/Working_Paper_294.pdf  .  

 Saini S and Kozicka M. (2014). Evolution and critique of buffer stocking policy of India. Working Paper No. 

283. ICRIER. Link: http://icrier.org/wp-admin/images/working/1410245235_Working_Pape_283.pdf. The research is 

adapted and is part of Economics syllabus of Class IX of Indian schools. (CBSE-NCERT) Link: 

http://ncert.nic.in/ncerts/I/iess204.pdf 

 Saini S and Gulati A. (2014). El Niño and Indian Droughts- A Scoping Exercise. Working Paper No. 276. 

ICRIER. Link: http://icrier.org/pdf/working_paper_276.pdf 

 Gulati A, Saini S and Jain S. (2013). Monsoon 2013: Estimating the impact on Indian Agriculture. Working 

Paper No. 269. ICRIER. Link: http://icrier.org/pdf/working_paper_269.pdf and on 

http://cacp.dacnet.nic.in/ViewQuestionare.aspx?Input=2&DocId=1&PageId=42&KeyId=478 

 Gulati A and Saini S. (2013). Taming Food Inflation in India. Discussion Paper No. 4. CACP. GOI. Link: 

http://cacp.dacnet.nic.in/ViewQuestionare.aspx?Input=2&DocId=1&PageId=42&KeyId=473.  

 

Selected Published Book Chapters/Contributions 

 

 Saini S. (2021). Empowering women farmers for rural transformation. Chapter in “In Achieving an equal 

future” Ed. Tiakala Ao and Shivangi Shubham. 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2021). Economic reforms and Indian agriculture. Ed. Uma Kapila. Indian economy since 

independence. Edition 32. Chapter 20. Academic Foundation.  

 Saini S. and Das S. (2021). Higher poultry prices and policy gap. Ideas for India. 

https://www.ideasforindia.in/topics/agriculture/higher-poultry-prices-and-policy-or-data-gap.html  

 Saini S. and Hussain S. (2021). Leveraging India’s Aadhaar platform to ease COVID-19 pain. Easy Asia Forum 

(EAF). Australia National University (ANU).  https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/10/01/leveraging-indias-

aadhaar-platform-to-ease-covid-19-pain/  

 Saini D. and Das S. (2021). Monsoons and 2021 Kharif Crop Outlook. In AF-TAB Bulletin titled Indian 

Agriculture at 75. Volume I, Issue 2. http://icrier.org/pdf/bulletins/AF-TAB_V_I_2.pdf  

 Saini S. et al. (2021). India’s Food Inflation Imbroglio. In AF-TAB Bulletin titled COVID-19 and Indian 

Agriculture: From Crisis to Opportunities. Volume I, Issue 1. http://icrier.org/pdf/bulletins/AF-TAB_V_I_1.pdf  

 Saini S. and Khatri P. (2021). Agricultural Credit is the lifeline of farmers. The Ecocentric. Annual Publication 

by the Department of Economics, Kamala Nehru College, Delhi University. April 2021. 

 Saini S. (2019). Indian Farmer Incomes: Trends, Challenges and Opportunities. Chapter Published as part of 

Annual FAI Seminar and upcoming in Indian Journal of Fertilisers 

 Saini S. and Gulati A. (2018) Food and Agriculture Policies in India: Evolution and Performance. Handbook 

of International Food and Agricultural Policies: pp. 247-269. Volume-1. World 

Scientific.http://www.worldscientific.com/doi/abs/10.1142/9789813226463_0011 
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 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2018). Making Indian Agriculture Profitable, Productive, and Sustainable. NABARD 

Special issue on doubling farmer incomes 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2017). 25 Years of Policy Tinkering in Agriculture. Chapter 14. Ed. By Rakesh Mohan.  

India Transformed: 25 years of Economic Reforms. This Chapter is part of curriculum taught in the third-year of 

B.A. (H) Economics course at Delhi University 

 Saini S. and Gulati A. (2016). India’s Food Security Policies in the wake of Global Food Price Volatility. 

Chapter 14 in Kalkuhl M, Braun von Joachim and Torero M. (ed.) Food Price Volatility and its implications for 

Food Security and Policy. Springer Global 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2016). Ensuring Food Security: Challenges and Options. Chapter 4 in Kathuria R. and 

Kaushal N. (ed.) Global Economic Cooperation: Views from G20 countries. Pp 69-74. Springer India. New Delhi 

 Saini S. and Gulati A. (2015). The National Food Security Act (NFS) 2013 and Implications for Buffer 

Stocking Norms, Chapter 4 in Kapila R. and Kapila U. (ed.), Economic Developments in India. Volume 204. 

Academic Foundation 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2015). Leakages from PDS and the Way Forward, Chapter 3 in Kapila R. and Kapila U. 

(ed.), Economic Developments in India. Volume 203. Academic Foundation. Republished updated working 

paper. 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2015). The National Food Security Act (NFSA): Challenges and Options, Chapter 25 

in Kapila U (ed.), Indian Economy Since Independence. 26th Edition. New Delhi: Academic Foundation. 

Republished updated working paper. 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2015). Food Inflation in India: Diagnosis and Remedies, Chapter 26 in Kapila U (ed.), 

Indian Economy Since Independence. 26th Edition. New Delhi: Academic Foundation 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2014). The National Food Security Act: Challenges and Options, Chapter 13 in Kapila U 

(ed.), Indian Economy Since Independence. 25th Edition. New Delhi: Academic Foundation 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2014). Food Inflation in India: Diagnosis and Remedies, Chapter 15 in Kapila U. (ed.), 

Indian Economy Since Independence. 25th Edition. New Delhi: Academic Foundation 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2014). Diagnosing India’s Food Inflation, Inflation Insights - Farmers’ Forum. Issues and 

ideas for Indian agriculture. 14 (5) 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2013). Taming Food Inflation, 01 (09). Economy Matters. CII 

 Gulati A. and Saini S. (2013). Food Inflation in India, Chapter 7 in Kapila R. and Kapila U. (ed.) Economic 

Developments in India. Volume 190. Academic Foundation 

 Several media articles, listed below, have been reprinted as book chapters. In order to avoid repetition, they have 
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Selected Media Articles 

 

 As Farm Laws Are Repealed, Is All Hope Lost for Agricultural Reform? The Wire. (2021). 

https://thewire.in/agriculture/farm-laws-repeal-agricultural-reform  

 MSP for all crops is fiscally unfeasible. The Indian Express and Financial Express. (2021). 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/crops-msp-farmers-income-support-money-transfer-7680783/ and 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/supporting-agriculture-the-smart-way/2383519/  

 Crop diversification a must for raising farm income. The Financial Express (2021). 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/crop-diversification-a-must-for-raising-farm-income/2380147/  

 Five lessons the farm laws saga has taught Indians. The Print (2021). https://theprint.in/opinion/five-lessons-the-

farm-laws-saga-has-taught-indians/768983/  

 2021 monsoon shows impact of climate change. Here’s what it’s doing to kharif crops. The Print (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/2021-monsoon-shows-impact-of-climate-change-heres-what-its-doing-to-kharif-

crops/767231/  

 Most Indian farmers faced erosion of their real incomes since 2012-13 but survey can’t tell. The Print (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/most-indian-farmers-faced-erosion-of-their-real-incomes-since-2012-13-but-survey-cant-

tell/749637/  

 Meghalaya farmer is now richer than Punjab’s. The Print (2021). https://theprint.in/opinion/meghalaya-farmer-is-

now-richer-than-punjabs/734218/  

 Covid meant high protein intake but chicken, eggs, oil, all acting pricey. Govt must intervene. The Print (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/covid-meant-high-protein-intake-but-chicken-eggs-oil-all-acting-pricey-govt-must-

intervene/712788/  

 Food-inflation a result of short-sighted policies? The Financial Express. (2021). 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/food-inflation-a-result-of-short-sighted-policies/2302853/  

 Pulse prices soaring. Why the Modi govt’s policy actions are falling flat. The Print (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/pulse-prices-soaring-why-the-modi-govts-policy-actions-are-falling-flat/707079/  

 Indian farmers need a new distress index. Just suicide data won’t do. The Print. (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/indian-farmers-need-a-new-distress-index-just-suicide-data-wont-do/677817/  

 A high growth plan for Indian agriculture. The Indian Express and The Financial Express (2021). Saini S. and 

Gulati A. https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/agriculture-sector-farm-income-modi-govt-farm-laws-

farmers-protests-7228496/  

 How India can benefit from the ongoing feminisation of agricultural workforce. The Print. (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/how-india-can-benefit-from-the-ongoing-feminisation-of-agricultural-workforce/617638/  

 What explains lower allocation under Modi’s flagship scheme for farmers PM-Kisan? The Print. (2021). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/what-explains-lower-allocation-under-modis-flagship-scheme-for-farmers-pm-

kisan/596740/  

https://thewire.in/agriculture/farm-laws-repeal-agricultural-reform
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/crops-msp-farmers-income-support-money-transfer-7680783/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/supporting-agriculture-the-smart-way/2383519/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/crop-diversification-a-must-for-raising-farm-income/2380147/
https://theprint.in/opinion/five-lessons-the-farm-laws-saga-has-taught-indians/768983/
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https://theprint.in/opinion/meghalaya-farmer-is-now-richer-than-punjabs/734218/
https://theprint.in/opinion/meghalaya-farmer-is-now-richer-than-punjabs/734218/
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https://theprint.in/opinion/indian-farmers-need-a-new-distress-index-just-suicide-data-wont-do/677817/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/agriculture-sector-farm-income-modi-govt-farm-laws-farmers-protests-7228496/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/agriculture-sector-farm-income-modi-govt-farm-laws-farmers-protests-7228496/
https://theprint.in/opinion/how-india-can-benefit-from-the-ongoing-feminisation-of-agricultural-workforce/617638/
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 The quest for a middle path amid farm protests. Moneycontrol (2020). 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/the-quest-for-a-middle-path-amid-farm-protests-6256841.html  

 Separating The Wheat From The Chaff In India’s Farm Policy. Bloomberg Quint. 

(2020). https://www.bloombergquint.com/opinion/separating-the-wheat-from-the-chaff-in-indias-farm-policy   

 Agrarian reforms: Can over-reliance on MSP harm agricultural states? The Financial Express (2020). 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/agrarian-reforms-can-over-reliance-on-msp-harm-agricultural-

states/2090306/  

 COVID-19 | Using the crisis to propel much-needed agricultural marketing reforms. Moneycontrol (2020). 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/covid-19-using-the-crisis-to-propel-much-needed-agricultural-marketing-

reforms-5275901.html  

 Covid-19 may double poverty in India. The Financial Express (2020). 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/covid-19-may-double-poverty-in-india/1943736/ 

 Doubling farmer’s income: Ease doing of agri-business. The Financial Express (2020). 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/doubling-farmers-income-ease-doing-of-agri-business/1868733/ 

 Budget 2020 pays little more than lip service to farmers and agri sector. Just like last year. The Print (2020). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/budget-2020-pays-little-more-than-lip-service-to-farmers-and-agri-sector/358481/ 

 Modi govt must treat farmers as businessmen & introduce ease of doing agri-business index. The Print (2019). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-govt-must-treat-farmers-as-businessmen-introduce-ease-of-doing-agri-business-

index/290735/ 

 Zero-budget farming: Why Budget 2019 isn’t in sync with PM Modi’s promises to farmers. The Print (2019). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/zero-budget-farming-why-budget-2019-isnt-in-sync-with-pm-modis-promises-to-

farmers/259411/ 

 The challenge of rising agri-commodity prices and a deficient monsoon. Moneycontrol.com (2019). 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/policy-point-the-challenge-of-rising-agri-commodity-prices-

and-a-deficient-monsoon-4093751.html 

 It will not rain enough in 2019 & that’s more important than who comes to power in Lok Sabha. The Print (2019). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/it-will-not-rain-enough-in-2019-thats-more-important-than-who-comes-to-power-in-lok-

sabha/230220/ 

 Universal Basic Income: How Odisha’s KALIA took-off in 6 weeks. The Financial Express (2019). 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/universal-basic-income-how-odishas-kalia-took-off-in-less-than-6-

weeks/1494994/ 

 Irrigating the farm landscape. The Economic Times. (2019). https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-

commentary/irrigating-the-farm-landscape/ 

 Modi’s new farm scheme faces hurdles of old land records and non-BJP states. The Print. (2019). 

https://theprint.in/opinion/modis-new-farm-scheme-faces-hurdles-of-old-land-records-non-bjp-states/186944/ 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/the-quest-for-a-middle-path-amid-farm-protests-6256841.html
https://www.bloombergquint.com/opinion/separating-the-wheat-from-the-chaff-in-indias-farm-policy
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/agrarian-reforms-can-over-reliance-on-msp-harm-agricultural-states/2090306/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/agrarian-reforms-can-over-reliance-on-msp-harm-agricultural-states/2090306/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/agrarian-reforms-can-over-reliance-on-msp-harm-agricultural-states/2090306/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/covid-19-using-the-crisis-to-propel-much-needed-agricultural-marketing-reforms-5275901.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/covid-19-using-the-crisis-to-propel-much-needed-agricultural-marketing-reforms-5275901.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/covid-19-may-double-poverty-in-india/1943736/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/doubling-farmers-income-ease-doing-of-agri-business/1868733/
https://theprint.in/opinion/budget-2020-pays-little-more-than-lip-service-to-farmers-and-agri-sector/358481/
https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-govt-must-treat-farmers-as-businessmen-introduce-ease-of-doing-agri-business-index/290735/
https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-govt-must-treat-farmers-as-businessmen-introduce-ease-of-doing-agri-business-index/290735/
https://theprint.in/opinion/zero-budget-farming-why-budget-2019-isnt-in-sync-with-pm-modis-promises-to-farmers/259411/
https://theprint.in/opinion/zero-budget-farming-why-budget-2019-isnt-in-sync-with-pm-modis-promises-to-farmers/259411/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/policy-point-the-challenge-of-rising-agri-commodity-prices-and-a-deficient-monsoon-4093751.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/policy-point-the-challenge-of-rising-agri-commodity-prices-and-a-deficient-monsoon-4093751.html
https://theprint.in/opinion/it-will-not-rain-enough-in-2019-thats-more-important-than-who-comes-to-power-in-lok-sabha/230220/
https://theprint.in/opinion/it-will-not-rain-enough-in-2019-thats-more-important-than-who-comes-to-power-in-lok-sabha/230220/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/universal-basic-income-how-odishas-kalia-took-off-in-less-than-6-weeks/1494994/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/universal-basic-income-how-odishas-kalia-took-off-in-less-than-6-weeks/1494994/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/irrigating-the-farm-landscape/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/irrigating-the-farm-landscape/
https://theprint.in/opinion/modis-new-farm-scheme-faces-hurdles-of-old-land-records-non-bjp-states/186944/
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 Direct Transfers: Learnings from Telangana’s Rythu Bandhu and Odisha’s KALIA. The Financial Express. (2019) 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/direct-income-transfers-learnings-from-telanganas-rythu-bandhu-and-

odishas-kalia/1440220/ 
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