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DRAFT PROGRAMME
ICRIER’s Silver Jubilee Conference 
 November 6-7, 2006

India and the Global Economy


The objective of the two day Conference will be to spell out the challenges and opportunities facing India as it engages with the global economy in furthering the goal of social development and better standards of living for the people of India. The Conference will bring together some of the best minds working on India. It will come up with an agenda of forward looking measures that could serve as inputs into the government’s policy process to achieve these objectives. 


The tentative structure of the Conference Sessions is as follows:

Monday, November 6, 2006
10:00 am to 11:00 am

Inaugural Session




Chair:


Dr. Isher Judge Ahluwalia
Chairperson, ICRIER





Keynote Address:
Dr Manmohan Singh

Prime Minister of India




Vote of Thanks: 
Dr. Rajiv Kumar
Director, ICRIER
11:00 am to 11.30 am

Tea / Coffee break

11:30 am to 1:30 pm

Session I:
 Addressing the Infrastructure Deficit
Chair:

Dr Deepak Parekh



Chairman, HDFC

Issues Paper:
Dr. Rajiv Lall

 Managing Director & CEO, IDFC





Panelists:
Mr. Gajendra Haldea
Advisor to DCH (Infra.), Planning Commission 

Dr. Sumila Gulyani

Assistant Professor of Urban Planning

Director, Infrastructure and Poverty Action Lab

Columbia University
Mr. Ravi Parthasarathy*

Chairman & Managing Director

Infrastructure Leasing & Financial 
Services Limited




Rapporteur: 
Dr. Amitendu Palit

Visiting Fellow, ICRIER

To review the progress of public-private partnership in enhancing infrastructure capacities which have today emerged as perhaps the principal bottleneck in sustaining the growth momentum. The discussion would focus on the quality of India’s urban infrastructure which is clearly lagging seriously behind the needs of a rapidly urbanizing population. In this context, the main paper would also address issues in infrastructure financing and the responsibilities and accountability of local governments in ensuring adequate delivery of infrastructure services.
1:30 pm to 2:30 pm

Lunch

2:30 pm to 4:00 pm

Session II: 
Round Table on Agriculture
Chair:
 
Prof Ross G Garnaut*


Chairperson, IFPRI




Panelists:
Dr. Nachiket Mor

Deputy Managing Director, ICICI Bank Limited







Dr. Ashok Gulati

 

Director in Asia, IFPRI

Dr. S S Johl

Vice Chairman, Punjab State Planning Board

Dr. Tushar Shah

International Water Management Institute

Rapporteur: 
Dr. Surabhi Mittal

Fellow, ICRIER

Accelerating agricultural growth is essential for sustaining a high and inclusive rate of economic growth. Extensive public investment in rural infrastructure, connectivity to domestic and foreign markets, elimination of the inter-state barriers to create an integrated domestic market and an incentive structure, which encourages diversification into high value crops are some of the issues that need to be addressed in working towards a 3-4 per cent growth in agriculture on a sustained basis. 

4:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Tea / Coffee Break

4:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Session III: 
Towards a Competitive Manufacturing Sector 
Chair: 

Dr V Krishnamurthy

Chairman

National Manufacturing Competitiveness Council (NMCC)

Issues Paper:
Dr. Rajiv Kumar

Director & CE, ICRIER

Panelits::
Prof. Pankaj Chandra

Professor, IIM, Ahmedabad 

Mr Adil Zainulbhai

Managing Director, Mckinsey, Mumbai

Prof Bibek Debroy

Secretary General, PHDCCI

Rapporteur:
 Mr. Badri Narayan G

 Fellow, ICRIER

India’s manufacturing sector is characterized by the pre-dominance of batch production that has prevented industry from exploiting the economies of scale and scope and gaining a larger share in world markets. A transition to mass manufacturing is needed to achieve global competitiveness of the Indian manufacturing sector. This is specially required in the context of further lowering of import tariffs and free trade agreements. This session will examine policy measures required to foster technological innovation, factor market flexibility etc to enable India to build a competitive manufacturing sector.
Tuesday, November 7, 2006
9:00 am to 10:30 am
Session IV: 
Round Table on Macro-economic Issues  
Chair:

*




Panelists:
Dr. Shankar Acharya
Honorary Professor, ICRIER
Dr. Vijay Joshi
Reader, Merton College, Oxford University



Dr. Avik Chakrabarti






Associate Professor, 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Dr. S S Bhalla
Managing Director, Oxus Research and Investments
Rapporteur:
Dr Abhijit Sengupta

Fellow, ICRIER

10:30 am to 11:00 am

Tea / Coffee break

11:00 am to 12:30 pm
Session V:
Towards Global Integration of India’s 



Financial Sector
Chair:
 
Dr Montek Singh Ahluwalia



Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission




Issues Paper:
Dr. Jaimini Bhagwati







Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs





Panelists:
Mr. Uday S Kotak







Vice Chairman & Managing Director







Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited

Mr. Aman Mehta
Member, Board of Governors, ICRIER
Dr Ajay Shah

Former Consultant, Ministry of Finance


Rapporteur:
Dr. Mandira Sarma
Fellow, ICRIER
The Indian financial sector has seen the emergence of strong private sector players whose market share has been steadily expanding. This has come about in the framework of a robust regulatory regime that has been put place since the mid 1990s. At the same time, there are strong demands from our foreign partners for further decontrolling entry into the banking sector. While capital markets have matured, stock market volatility remains an issue. The insurance sector may require further liberalisation and a larger share of foreign equity participation to enable it to become a globally competitive player and expand its coverage in the domestic economy.  The session will focus on measures required for a more effective and deeper integration of India’s financial sector in global markets as also the steps required for India to move towards capital account convertibility.

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm

Valedictory Session

Chair: 

Mr. N.K. Singh
Deputy Chairman, Planning Board
Government of Bihar
12:30 pm to 12:55 pm

Rapporteurs’ Summaries

12:55 pm to 1:25 pm

Valedictory Address:
To be decided
1:25 pm to 1:30 pm

Concluding Remarks: Dr. Rajiv Kumar
 Director & Chief Executive

1:30 pm to 2:30 pm

Lunch

PAGE  
4
* To be confirmed

