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YOSHIYUKI KASAI is the Chairman and Representative Director of Central 

Japan Railway Company (JRC), which is the owner, operator and the innovator of 

the Tokaido Shinkansen bullet train system linking Japan‟s principal metropolitan 

areas of Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. JRC is also the developer of the maximum 

581 km/h speed Super Conducting Maglev System.  

Mr. Kasai joined the Japan National Railway (JNR) in 1963 and played a major 

role in JNR‟s reform, tackling chronic deficit and serious labor-relations. After the 

establishment of JRC, he was appointed President in 1995 and then Chairman in 2004.Taking a 

strong leadership, he succeeded in listing the company‟s share on the stock exchange in 1997. In 

2003, the new Shinagawa Station opened and all Shinkansen trains achieved the speed of 270 km/h, 

dramatically improving transport service. JRC now has launched on the project to develop the bypass 

of Tokaido Shinkansen by the Superconducting Maglev technology, which is to commence part of its 

operation within few years. 

Among many of his public services, Mr. Kasai was a member of the National Police Committee until 

very recently, and now is a chairman of “Special Committee on Space Policy”, member of 

“Cooperation in support of Comprehensive Nuclear Damage” and a member of “Government 

Revitalization Committee”. 

Mr. Kasai has published four books including Japanese National Railways: It’s Break-up and 

Privatization (2007). He earned his B.L. from the University of Tokyo (Japan) in 1962 and his M.S 

from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (USA) in 1969.  

 

HEMANT KRISHAN SINGH is Chair Professor, ICRIER-Wadhwani 

Programme of Research Studies on India-US Relations & Policy Issues at 

ICRIER, New Delhi, since September 2011.  He is a member of the India-US, 

India-US-Japan and India-Singapore Track II Strategic Dialogues. He served as 

India‟s Ambassador to Japan from June 2006 to December 2010, contributing 

extensively to the forging of the India-Japan Strategic and Global Partnership 

through six Bilateral Summits. As Ambassador to Indonesia with concurrent 

accreditation to Timor Leste from 2003-2006, he was closely associated with the intensification of 

relations with Indonesia as well as ASEAN. From1999 - 2002, he was the Ambassador of India to 

Colombia with concurrent accreditation to Ecuador and Costa Rica, playing an active role in 

promoting economic and commercial relations with Latin America. He was Deputy Permanent 

Representative of India to the UN in Geneva from 1995-99, covering the areas of human rights, 

humanitarian and refugee law, labour, health and intellectual property.  From 1976-1991 he served in 

various capacities at Indian Missions in Lisbon, Maputo, Washington D.C., Kathmandu and 

Belgrade. At the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi, he has held assignments of Under 

Secretary (Americas), Director (Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan) and Joint Secretary (West Europe). 

Mr. Hemant Krishan Singh holds a Masters Degree from Delhi University. He taught at St. Stephen`s 

College before joining the Indian Foreign Service in 1974.  
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PINAK RANJAN CHAKRAVARTY is Special Secretary (PD), Ministry of 

External Affairs, Govt. of India. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1977, after 

a brief stint in the State Bank of India. He has served both at the Ministry of 

External Affairs, New Delhi, and Indian Missions abroad, including in Cairo, 

Jeddah, and London. He was Consul General of India in Karachi from1994 to 

1995, Minister at the Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv from 1995 to 1999 and later 

served as Deputy High Commissioner of India in Dhaka from 1999 to 2002. At Headquarters he has 

served as Deputy Chief of Protocol, Director in the Americas Division and also as Director, SAARC 

Summit Secretariat, 1995 in New Delhi. He was the Chief of Protocol in New Delhi from 2002 to 

2006. He was nominated as Ambassador to the Philippines but later moved to Bangladesh where he 

served as High Commissioner from 2007 to 2009. From 2010 to 2011 (September) he served as 

Indian Ambassador to Thailand. Mr. Chakravarty holds a post-graduate degree in Physics and 

Astrophysics from the University of Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

KARL INDERFURTH has extensive knowledge of the challenges and 

opportunities facing U.S.-India relations, as well as a deep understanding of the 

larger region. He served as U.S.  Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian 

affairs from 1997 to 2001. In that capacity, he had responsibility for India, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Maldives. Prior to this he 

was the U.S. representative for special political affairs to the United Nations. He 

was also a deputy U.S. representative to the UN Security Council. Following his 

public service in the U.S. government, which earlier included time on the Senate Select Committee 

on Intelligence, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and the National Security Council at the White 

House Ambassador Inderfurth joined George Washington University‟s Elliott School of International 

Affairs as John O. Rankin Professor of the Practice of International Affairs. He also served as 

Director of the International Affairs M.A. Program. In 1981 he joined ABC News with a focus 

covering the Departments of State and Defense and arms control. He won several honors for his 

reporting on the nation‟s security concerns, including an Emmy Award and an Alfred I. DuPont–

Columbia University Award. He was Moscow correspondent for ABC News from 1989 to 1991, 

during which he broadcast more than 400 reports from 12 of the then 15 Soviet republics. Mr. 

Inderfurth attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he received his B.A. in 

political science. He was a Fulbright scholar at the University of Strathclyde in Scotland and earned 

his M.A. from Princeton University. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the 

International Institute for Strategic Studies, and the Fulbright Association. He serves on the Board of 

Trustees of the Asia Foundation. Along with Loch K. Johnson, he is editor of Fateful Decisions: 

Inside the National Security Council (Oxford University Press, 2004). 
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TANIGUCHI TOMOHIKO is  a Special Guest Professor at Keio University‟s 

Graduate School of System Design and Management (international political 

economy), holds professorships separately at the School of Global Japanese 

Studies (media studies), Meiji University and at the Graduate School of 

Management (political economy in Asia), Saitama Gakuen University. He also 

teaches at Waseda University Graduate School of Journalism. Mr. Taniguchi is 

also a Senior Guest Fellow, Defense and Security Team, Sojitz Research Institute 

as well as a member of the board of management, Japan Echo. With the Yoshihiko 

Noda administration he is a member of the long-term national strategy unit on national security, the 

Cabinet's National Policy Unit. Between 2005 and 2008 he spent three years at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs as Deputy Press Secretary in charge of non-Japanese members of the press, Deputy 

Director-General for Public Diplomacy while engaged in writing speeches for Prime and Foreign 

Ministers. Previously he worked for 20 years with Nikkei Business Publications, Inc. where he was a 

Chief Senior Writer for Nikkei Business, Japan's foremost weekly business and finance magazine, 

and the magazine's first London Correspondent. While with the magazine he spent his sabbaticals at 

Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University as a Fulbright Visiting Fellow, at Shanghai Institute 

of International Studies as a Visiting Fellow and at the Brookings Institution as a CNAPS Fellow. 

While in London the Foreign Press Association elected him President for the first time from "the east 

of Suez." Author of several books in Japanese on international affairs and currency regimes, his 

English articles have appeared in such publications as Orbis. Most recently he was a chapter 

contributor for Sudhir T. Devare, Swaran Singh and Reena Marwah ed., Emerging China: Prospects 

of Partnership in Asia (Routledge India, 2011). Mr. Taniguchi graduated from the Law Faculty, the 

University of Tokyo in 1981, and later read economics at the Graduate School of Economics at the 

University of Saitama.  

 

ARVIND GUPTA is Director General, Institute for Defense Studies and 

Analyses (IDSA). He belongs to the Indian Foreign Service, 1979 batch and 

currently holds the rank of Additional Secretary to the Government of India. He 

is on deputation to the IDSA and has worked in the Ministry of External Affairs 

in different capacities and served in diplomatic missions in Moscow, London and 

Ankara. He held the Lal Bahadur Shastri Chair on National Security at IDSA 

from 2008 to 2011. Prior to joining the IDSA, he was Joint Secretary at the 

National Security Council Secretariat from 1999 to 2007. During his tenure at the NSCS he dealt 

with a wide range of international and national security issues and participated in the various 

working groups and task forces set up by the NSC. He also worked with the Kargil Review 

Committee. At the IDSA he headed the South Asia and Internal Security Clusters and edits the 

Institute‟s flagship bi-monthly journal: Strategic Analysis. His current interests include the impact of 

globalization on India‟s security, foreign policy, diplomatic challenges before India; energy security, 

climate change, India‟s neighbours, internal security and technology & security issues. He has three 

books, several edited books and a number of academic publications to his credit. He has been a 

member of several task forces on issues such as space security, climate change, cyber security, 

nuclear disarmament etc.  
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HAJIME HAYASHI is Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission at The Embassy 

of Japan in India since December 2010. He joined the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs as an Official in April 1982 following which he has held various posts in 

the cabinet secretariat and MOFA. Prior to being a Minister and Deputy Chief in 

Mission at Embassy of Japan in India, he was Minister for Economic Affairs at 

Embassy of Japan in the U.S.A. and Fellow of the Weatherhead Center for 

International Affairs, Harvard University. Mr. Hayashi holds a B.A. from 

Faculty of Law, University of Tokyo and has been Lecturer on Law and Politics 

of Japan‟s Foreign Policy at the Faculty of Law, Chuo University (April 2004- March 2006).  He has 

been a Fellow of the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs at Harvard University, from 

December 2007 until June 2008. 

   

 

ARJUN KATOCH is a Disaster Management Advisor working with various 

Governments and International Agencies including the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation, the Governments of Japan, Nepal, Oman, 

Indonesia and India (NDMA), Centre for Excellence, Hawaii, UNDP, UN 

OCHA, US PACOM. He is also a member of the World Bank Global Expert 

team, the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team (UNDAC) and the 

Government of India, Planning Commission‟s Working Group on Disaster 

Management. He was deployed in March 2011 by the UN as the Team Leader of the UNDAC team 

to Japan in response to the Great East Japan earthquake and tsunami. Mr. Katoch joined the UN 

Department of Humanitarian Affairs (DHA), now the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs ( OCHA)  in 1993 in Somalia and worked with it in the field in complex 

emergencies in Somalia, Armenia and the Great Lakes region of Africa as well as in sudden onset 

disaster response till his retirement in Dec 2009.  He was Chief, Field Coordination Support Section 

of the OCHA Emergency Services Branch from 1999- 2009. In that capacity he was responsible for 

managing the United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) system and the 

International Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG). He has been deployed to the field in 

numerous disasters including Hurricane Mitch in Central America in 1999, Sri Lanka floods 2003, 

the Indian Ocean tsunami 2004, the Pakistan Earthquake in 2005 and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar in 

2008.  In 2008-2009 he also had the additional responsibility of being the Chief a.i. of the Civil – 

Military Coordination Section in OCHA and therefore responsible for dealing with all military- 

humanitarian issues worldwide. He has numerous articles and publications in various journals 

including Columbia University‟s Journal of International Affairs, IFRC‟s International Disaster 

Response Law Journal, Crisis Response and Humanitarian Exchange and is a regular speaker on 

international disaster response issues in various universities and institutions around the world.  He is 

a member of the Editorial Board of Crisis Response Journal, UK and the IFRC‟s World Disaster 

Report 2010.  Mr. Katoch holds a Masters degree in Defence Studies from the University of Madras. 

He was commissioned into the Parachute Regiment of the Indian Army in 1967 and has been 

decorated for gallantry by the President of India. 
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SRABANI ROY CHOUDHURY is an Associate Professor in Japanese Studies, 

Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University and has been associated with this university from 2006. Her primary 

area of interest is Japanese joint-venture operations in India and issue of people 

management. An alumni of Jawaharlal Nehru University her Ph. D was on 

‘Human Resource Management of Japanese Multinationals: A Case Study of 

Transferability into Two Industries in Thailand and India’, for which she was 

recipient of Japan Foundation scholarship.  Her academic career began in 1998 with NIILM, a 

business school. In 2004, she moved to International Management Institute, New Delhi. During her 

tenure in these institutions she worked closely with many industrial forums as academic collaborator 

and evaluator. She is also engaged in international collaboration for providing micro level data on 

Indian consumers and other sections of the society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAMAKI TSUKADA is the Minister (Economic and Development) at the 

Embassy of Japan in India. He joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 

in April 1987. In 1990 he was posted as Second Secretary (Commercial) at the 

Embassy of Japan in UK. Subsequently he has held the positions of Deputy 

Director at Oceania Division; Senior Deputy Director at Loan Aid Division, 

Economic Cooperation Bureau; First Secretary in Political Section, Embassy of 

Japan in Russia; First Secretary and Counselor (Political), Permanent Mission of 

Japan to the UN in Geneva; Senior Coordinator for Aid Policy in the Economic 

Cooperation Bureau; Senior Coordinator Cabinet Secretariat; and Director for Economic Security, 

Economic Affairs Bureau; Director for  FTA Policy, Economic Affairs Bureau. Mr. Tsukada has a 

BA Law degree from Tokyo University and BA/MA Modern History from Oxford University. 
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RAM UPENDRA DAS is Senior Fellow at the Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He has conducted a number 

of studies for various institutions including the ADB, Commonwealth 

Secretariat, ILO, EXIM Bank of India, SAARC Secretariat, UNDP and the 

World Bank. He has also contributed to various studies, including the Joint 

Study Groups (JSGs), and international negotiating processes on behalf of the 

Government of India in the context of India‟s economic engagements with other 

countries. He has several publications to his credit on issues relating to international economics and 

development. He obtained his Ph.D. and M.Phil degrees from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 

Delhi.  

 

  

 

 

 

TAKAHIRO SATO is Associate Professor of the Research Institute for 

Economics and Business Administration (RIEB) at Kobe University and will be 

promoted as professor of the RIEB on 1st April in 2012. He was a visiting scholar 

of the Center for South Asian Studies at University of California, Berkeley in 

2004 and has been a fellow of the Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Advanced Study 

at Jawaharlal Nehru University since June 2011. His areas of research are 

development economics and studies on the Indian economy. He has authored 

Keizaikaihatsuron: Indo no Kouzoutyouseikeikaku to Globalisation (Development Economics: 

India's Economic Reforms in the Era of Globalisation, Kyoto: Sekaishisosha, 2002) as well as many 

articles and is the editor of Indo no Makurobunseki (Macroeconomic Analysis on the Indian 

Economy, Kyoto: Sekaishisosha, 2009), India's Globalising Political Economy (co-edited with 

Hideki Esho, Tokyo: The Sasakawa Peace Foundation, 2009), Gendai Indo Minamiajia Keizairon 

(Lectures on the Indian and South Asian Economies, co-edited with Etsuro Ishigami, Kyoto: 

Minervashobo, 2011) and The BRICs as Regional Economic Powers in the Global Economy (Slavic 

Research Center, Hokkaido University, forthcoming). In 2007 he received the first JASAS Award 

from the Japanese Association for South Asian Studies. Takahiro Sato was educated at Doshisha 

University. He received his Ph.D from Osaka City University in 2002. 
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NISHA TANEJA has several years of experience in policy oriented research in 

India and holds the position of a Professor at ICRIER. Her broad areas of interest 

include regional trade, transport, industrial economics and institutional 

economics. She has worked extensively on South Asia. Some of her research 

work has been on trade and transport facilitation, non-tariff barriers and informal 

trade in South Asia. She has also worked extensively on various aspects of India-

Pakistan trade, Indo-Nepal trade and India-Sri Lanka trade. She has published 

several research papers which have been disseminated in India and abroad at 

various policy, business and academic forums. She has done research projects for the Ministry of 

Commerce, Government of India, Ministry of Textiles, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 

Environment and Forests; and for international organizations- Asian Development Bank, UNIDO, 

The World Bank, London School of Economics, and the South Asia Network of Economic research 

Institutes (SANEI). She has led several research teams within ICRIER and with organizations and 

consultants in the South Asian region. She is currently leading a project on Strengthening the Textile 

Sector in South Asia with the help of a core in-house team and international consultants from 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. She has also steered a project on Trade Facilitation in 

South Asia and on Pruning Sensitive Lists under SAFTA. Her work is a key contributor to the 

SAFTA negotiations and to the ongoing negotiations on Indo-Pakistan trade. She has served on 

committees set up by the Government of India on Informal Trade, Rules of Origin and Non-tariff 

Barriers. She has also worked as a consultant with the World Bank on trade and transport 

competiveness. 

 

 

SHUJIRO URATA is Professor of Economics, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific 

Studies, Waseda University; Research fellow, Japan Center for Economic 

Research; and Faculty fellow, Research Institute of Economy, Trade and 

Industry. Prior to this he has been a Senior Research Advisor to Executive 

Director at ERIA; Director General at Research Institute, People's Finance 

Corporation; Lecturer, Associate Professor and Professor at Waseda University, 

School of Social Sciences; Economist at The World Bank; and Research 

Associate at The Brookings Institution. His major publications include Winning 

in Asia, Japanese Style: Market and Nonmarket Strategies for Success (co-ed. Palgrave, 2002); 

Competitiveness, FDI and Technological Activity in East Asia (co-ed. Edward Elgar, 2003); 

Bilateral Trade Agreements: Origins, evolution, and implications (co-ed. Routledge, 2005); The 

Political Economy of the Proliferation of FTAs (co-authored, Korea Economic Research Institute, 

2005); Multinationals and Economic Growth in East Asia (co-ed. Routledge, 2006); and Free Trade 

Agreements in the Asia-Pacific (co-ed. World Scientific, Singapore, 2010). Professor Urata holds a 

Ph.D. and M.A. degree in Economics from Stanford University; and a B.A. in Economics from Keio 

University, Tokyo. 
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NAGESH KUMAR is Chief Economist, United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). In October 2011, he was 

appointed as Director, Subregional Office for South and South-West Asia based 

in New Delhi. Before assuming the latter position, he was Director of the 

Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division of ESCAP in Bangkok and 

also served as the Acting Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCAP from September 

2010 to June 2011. Prior to joining ESCAP in May 2009, Dr. Kumar served for 

seven years as Director-General of the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi-based public-funded, development policy think-tank. He 

has also served on the faculty of the United Nations University-Institute for New Technologies (now 

UNU-MERIT) based in Maastricht, the Netherlands (1993-1998). Dr. Kumar has served on the 

boards of the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Geneva; the 

South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), Kathmandu; the Institute of Studies in Industrial 

Development, New Delhi and the Export-Import Bank of India. He has also served as a consultant to 

the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UN-DESA, among others and 

chaired regional track-II study groups on liberalization of trade in services in South Asia and on 

infrastructure development in the East Asia Summit member countries. A Ph.D in Economics from 

the University of Delhi's Delhi School of Economics (1988), Dr. Kumar was a recipient of the Exim 

Bank of India's first International Trade Research Award in 1989 and a Global Development 

Network (World Bank)'s Research Medal in 2000. Dr. Kumar has conducted extensive research on 

aspects of development economics especially its international dimensions, resulting in the 

publication of 15 books and over 90 research papers in international and national peer-reviewed 

publications. His recent books include: Asia's New Regionalism and Global Role (ISEAS, 

Singapore, 2008); International Competitiveness and Knowledge-based Industries in India (Oxford 

University Press, 2007); Towards an Asian Economic Community (Singapore and New Delhi: 

2005); Globalization and the Quality of Foreign Direct Investment (Oxford University Press, 2002). 

He co-founded the South Asia Economic Journal, published by Sage Publications in 2000 and was its 

co-editor for the first ten years. He writes a monthly column in the Business Standard, a leading 

financial daily published from New Delhi. 

 

SO UMEZAKI is a Senior Research Fellow (Singapore), IDE-JETRO and a 

visiting fellow at Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) in Singapore since 

July 2011. Prior to this he has been associated with Economic Research Institute 

for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), Jakarta, Indonesia; Bangkok Research Center, 

Japan External Trade Organization (BRC-JETRO), Bangkok, Thailand; and the 

Institute of Developing Economies (IDE).  His research interests lie in the field of 

Economic integration in ASEAN and East Asia, transport and trade. Dr. 

Umezaki‟s recent works include Fukunari Kimura and So Umezaki eds. (2011)  ASEAN-India 

Connectivity: The Comprehensive Asia Development Plan, Phase 2, Jakarta: ERIA; ERIA (2010). 

The Comprehensive Asia Development Plan, Jakarta: ERIA; ERIA Study Team (2010).  ASEAN 

Strategic Transport Plan 2011-2015: Final Report, Jakarta: ERIA and ASEAN Secretariat; and 

contributions in drafting the Master Plan of ASEAN Connectivity (2010) in support of the ASEAN 

Secretariat, as a researcher of ERIA. 
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BISWAJIT NAG is Associate Professor at the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 

(IIFT), New Delhi. Involved in empirical trade research for more than twelve 

years he also has teaching experience in India, Tanzania and Germany. Earlier, he 

was associated with the Poverty and Development Division of UN--ESCAP, 

Bangkok. Dr. Nag has completed a number of projects for the Government of 

India and International Agencies including multilateral bodies. His current 

research interest is in International Production Networks, Global Value Chain, 

Trade in Services (regulation), FDI flow, Macroeconomic issues, Regional Trade Agreements, etc. 

He is a member of the Expert Group on Preferential Rules of Origin, Govt. of India, and External 

expert for EC-Nepal WTO Assistance Program. Recently he has given his research inputs to Apparel 

Export Promotion Council of India, ICRIER, RIS, Asia Pacific Trade Agreement Secretariat, World 

Bank, ADB and UNESCAP. Dr. Nag is a trained professional on GTAP and has published papers on 

trade issues through applied general equilibrium framework. Dr. Nag teaches Applied Econometrics, 

International Economics, Business Environment and Market Research techniques. Currently, he is 

the Program Director of IIFT‟s flagship MBA Program. He is also a member of IIFT‟s Board of 

Management.  

 




